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administration and enforcement activities. 

Alternative 4 (Provide Maximum Additional Protection to Coral Reef 
Ecosystems) was considered to be the environmentally preferred 
alternative because it would establish larger no-take MPAs in the EEZ 
waters of the western Pacific region, no creation of low-use MPAs, 
permits would be required for all harvest of management unit species, 
provide broad application of gear restrictions, and require MPA vessel 
insurance coverage throughout the region. These measures would also 
apply to all existing western Pacific fisheries management plans 
(bottomfish and seamount groundfish, crustaceans, pelagics, and 
precious corals) via parallel amendments to those plans. This 
alternative was rejected due to its potential to unnecessarily 
restrict fishing effort, such as no traditional spearfishing of any 
coral reef ecogyptem food fish. Also, this alternative, which would 
establish MPAs in the NWHI, would conflict or duplicate the management 
program of the Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve established by Executive 
Orders 13178 and 13196. 

Overall, the Selected Alternative will not significantly affect the 
quality of the human environment or result in environmental harm; 
therefore, no mitigation measures are needed. 
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