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The role of the Mediterranean monk seal (Monachus monachus) in the history and culture of
ancient Greece and Rome is poorly documented in contemporary literature and generally mis-
understood by many modern scholars. A comprehensive search was therefore initiated to locate all
surviving references to the species in the classical literature of the mediterranean region.

The search yielded over 200 references authored by some 60 writers from the Greek, Roman,
and Byzantine periods. Examination of these texts, together with information derived from numerous
secondary sources, provides new insights into the monk seal’s distribution and abundance in
antiquity. It also reveals ancient human attitudes toward the monk seal that resulted in its exploitat-
ion for fur, oil, and meat, its use in medicine and entertainment, and its role in mythology and
superstition. The accumulated evidence now suggests that many of the large monk seal herds that
existed in early antiquity were either dramatically reduced or extirpated by intensive exploitation
during the Roman era. Throughout much of its historical range, human persecution and progressive
habitat deterioration also appear largely responsible for changing a naturally gregarious beach
dweller into a less social and reclusive habitant of caves.
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Send your order to the above mentioned address. Price is in Dutch Guilders (NLG). We also
accept payment in US$, DM, FRF and GB £. Visa, AmEX, and Eurocard/Mastercard accepted
(mention your cardnumber & expiry with your order!) Postage and handling are extra. Books
will be sent surface mail. For our E.C. customers: price does not include 6% VAT. Approx.
exchange rates: 1 NLG = US$ 0.50 = DM 0,90 = FRF 3,14 = GB £ 0,36.



