Conservation status and priorities of the
critically endangered Mediterranean
monk seal Monachus monachus

in archipelago of Madeira

Pires, R'.; Neves, H. C. 2 & Karamanlidis, A.A.3

'Parque Natural da Madeira, Qta do Bom Sucesso, Caminho do Meio, 9001-251 Funchal, Madeira - Portugal;
2Department of the Environment, Science and Culture, Municipality of Funchal, Praga do Municipio, 9000-072 Funchal
*MOm/Hellenic Society for the Study and Protection of the Monk seal, 18 Solomou Str., 106 82 Athens, Greece
rosapnm@hotmail.com

The Mediterranean monk seal is critically endangered. The main threats include habitat loss, intentional killing and accidental entanglement in fishing gear'. In
the archipelago of Madeira (Madeira, Porto Santo, Desertas and Selvagens Islands) there is historical evidence of seals only at Madeira, where seals were once
abundant?. However, in 1988 there were only 6-8 seals remaining at the Desertas Islands®. In 1989 the Parque Natural da Madeira Service (PNMS) initiated a
Conservation Programme and in 1990 the Desertas Islands were declared a Nature Reserve. Efforts to protect the monk seal included the protection of the species
and its habitat, scientific research and public awareness. The aims of this study were to record distribution, relative abundance, and basic demographic
parameters of the species in the archipelago in order to assess its current conservation status and identify priority protection and management actions for the
future.

Seals were monitored at the Desertas Islands using a non-invasive method, based on the direct observation of seals from 6
lookout-sites or while navigating by boat around the islands.

Assessment of the population status at Madeira, Porto Santo and the Selvagens Islands was based on circumstantial reports of
sightings received by PNMS. An effort to systematically collect these was initiated by PNMS in 2002 when a Monk Seal Information
Network was established.
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- The monk seal population ir the archipelago of Madeira is estimated to number
~ 20-30 adult individuals distributed over Madeira and the Desertas Islands. The
~ findings of the study suggest that the species remains critically endangered in
the area but that ifs conservation situation has improved since and due to the
implementation of effective conservation actions. Conservation priorities for the
future include protecting suitable monk seal habitat, investigating seal-fisheries
interactions, increasing environmental education and strengthening the regional
legislation regarding the protection of the species. ;
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